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has ruined the Indian peasant and imposed partial idleness upon
him by depriving him of the one supplementary occupation he
had. Boycott of foreign cloth is therefore a necessity if he is to
live. The plan, therefore, is not merely to induce the peasant to
refuse to buy the cheap and nice-looking foreign fabric but also
by teaching him to utilize his spare hours in carding and spinning
cotton and getting it woven by the village weavers, to dress
himself in khaddar so woven and thus to save him the cost of
buying foreign and, for that matter, even Indian mill-made cloth.
Thus, boycott of foreign cloth by means of hand-spinning and hand-
weaving, i.e., khaddar, not only saves the peasant's money, but it
enables us workers to render social service of a first class order,
It brings us into direct touch with the villagers. It enables us to
give them real political education and teach them to become self-
sustained and self-reliant. Organization of khaddar is thus infi-
nitely better than co-operative socieities or any other form of village
organization. It is fraught with the highest political consequence,
because it removes the greatest immoral temptation from Britain's
Way. I call the Lancashire trade immoral, because it was raised
and is sustained on the ruin of millions of India's peasants. And as
one immorality leads to another, the many proved immoral acts of
Britain are traceable to this one immoral traffic. If therefore this one
great temptation is removed from Britain's path by India's voluntary
effort, it would be good for India, good for Britain and, as Britain
is today the predominant world-power, good even for humanity.
I do not endorse the proposition that supply follows demand.
On the contrary, demand is often artificially created by unscrupu-
lous vendors. And if a nation is bound, as I hold it is, like indivi-
duals to comply with a code of moral conduct, then it must consider
the welfare of those whose wants it seeks to supply. It is wrong and
immoral for a nation to supply for instance intoxicating liquor to
those Who are addicted to drink. What is true of intoxicants is
true of grain or cloth, if the discontinuance of their cultivation or
manufacture in the country to which foreign grain or cloth are ex-
ported results in enforced idleness or penury. These latter hurt
a man's soul and body just as much as intoxication. Depression
is but excitement upside down and hence equally disastrous in its
results and often more so because We have not yet learnt to regard
as immoral or sinful the depression of idleness or penury.
BRITAIN'S DUTY
;        It is then I hold the duty of Great Britain to regulate her
"teports with due regard to the welfare of India, as it is India's to